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Clearly this is not necessary in the sense that a high wind
necessarily blows out an exposed and lighted match. Judgments
about what necessarily happens in this sense are based upon
observations of simple situations which have occurred repeatedly.
In contradistinction tp what the dialectical theologians of the
Comintern call mere empiricism of this sort, Professor Lew be-
lieves in the necessity of the dialectic. This dialectic which lifts the
discussion of the class struggle above the level of statistical, demo-
graphic, or psychological research is derived from an early
nineteenth-century philosopher who might have made less im-
pression on his contemporaries if he had been forced to state his
views in the lucid idiom ofiBaco'n or Faraday. Authors who use
a language which allows them to put the nouns on the first page
of their works and collect the verbs in the final chapter of the
last volume have an unfair advantage over the rest of us. Intel-
lectually timid readers are prone to assume that they may be
missing something really important.

The doctrine of the class struggle stands or falls with the
Hegelian philosophy of which it is the offspring. So to form a just
estimate of the relation of Marxism to modern science we have to
examine Hegel's teaching. The first thing to be clear about is that
it was hostile to the naturalistic movement of his time. Of all
philosophers since Plato none has presented a world view more
diametrically opposed to the world view of natural science. In the
year when Piazzi discovered Ceres Hegel wrote upbraiding
scientists for their neglect of philosophy; and unluckily illustrated
his disapproval by citing the time which astronomers waste in
looking for a new planet. Philosophy clearly showed that there
could only be seven. But for Piazzi there would still have been
seven at the end of the year.

This sort of number magic runs through all Hegel's philosophy.
Its chief accomplishment was to reinstate the occult properties of
the number three for which public respect had been weakened
by the engaging flippancy of Mr. Gibbon. In his metaphysics,
as in the ancient Pythagorean cult of magic number, reason,
or unity was the source of alL So the secret of the universe